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                                                                                                      February 6, 2012
Panetta Pays Tribute to LRMC Nurses and Staff
By Chuck Roberts
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center Public Affairs
LANDSTUHL REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER, Germany – Speaking both as the husband of a nurse and the 23rd Secretary of Defense, the Honorable Leon Panetta praised and thanked all nurses serving at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center, Germany during a Feb. 3 celebration of the Army Nurse Corps’ 111th Birthday. 

“You are among the first people that the wounded see and you are the first eyes they look into, and that counts for something,” said Panetta before an assembly of nurses and other LRMC staffers.  “You are healers.” 

Mr Panetta began his remarks in praise of the nurses serving at LRMC -- Army, Navy, Air Force, Civilian, Local National and Red Cross Volunteers -- and took the opportunity to thank the entire medical center staff for the care they provide our Wounded Warriors and their families.

“I wanted to come by and really take the time to look you all in the eye and say what great unsung heroes you are. I see the great work that you do when I go to Bethesda and meet with our Wounded Warriors there. Everyone one of them remarks about the care that was done here. In fact, in many ways you helped save their lives.” 

The secretary made his remarks after spending time with Wounded Warriors and Coalition Forces patients and LRMC staff in the intensive care unit and patient wards. The secretary took time to explain the challenges that face the U.S. military as it comes to the end of over a decade of war and faces a budget reduction of $487 billion over the next 10 years. Despite a leaner budget, Panetta said he is committed to maintaining the strongest military in the world while reducing the size of the armed forces through wise cuts to prevent a hollow force, and never breaking faith with troops and families.

The military strategy being developed for the future will call for a leaner and more agile force that is flexible, deployable and maintains a technological advantage over its enemies. The future force will be rebalanced with a larger presence in the Pacific while also maintaining a strong presence in the Middle East and Europe. U.S. forces also will be present in Latin America and Africa on a rotational basis for training and military exercises. 

Addressing the issue of a reduced defense budget, the secretary said servicemembers will not face pay cuts, but could see a reduction in future pay increases, as well as more cost sharing for healthcare among more senior ranking retirees. And although a commission is looking at making changes in the military pay structure, Panetta said no one currently in uniform would be affected. 

Such changes are necessary, Panetta said, to control costs and allow the Defense Department to structure itself to best counter current and future threats such as North Korea, Iran and cyber warfare.

Panetta said he is assured the U.S. military will confront those threats, but not because of advanced technology or the might of military weaponry such as tanks or ships.

“You are the very best weapons we have,” he said. “You put your lives on the line.” And by doing so, Panetta said our nation’s military is not only protecting our country but make a better life for our children.

After his remarks, Mr Panetta shook hands and posed for a photo while presenting each of the over 150 members of the LRMC staff with his Secretary of Defense coin. 

“It is such a great honor to have our Secretary of Defense take time out of his busy schedule to visit our staff and patients," said LRMC Commander Col. Jeffrey Clark. “It is a privilege to serve at LRMC, and to hear Mr. Panetta praise the vital role we play in treating our nation’s Wounded Warriors, our Service Members and Families serving here in Europe, and the strategic role our MEDCEN plays in our national defense, further solidifies the pride and dedication of our Soldiers, Marines, Sailors, Airmen, Local Nationals, Civilians, and Volunteers.”

One of those Soldiers was 1st Lt. Kari Rodden, a nurse in the Ambulatory Procedure Unit/Pre-Procedure Unit at Landstuhl. 

"It was an honor to meet the Secretary of Defense, to hear a firsthand update on the issues our country is facing and to receive his heartfelt appreciation for what we do here at Landstuhl."

