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LRMC Achieves Highest Trauma Care Verification
By Chuck Roberts
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center Public Affairs
LANDSTUHL REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER, Germany – The American College of Surgeons (ACS) has verified Landstuhl Regional Medical Center as a Level I Trauma Center, making it the only Level I ACS-verified Trauma Center outside the United States.
“The system of care is unique here and the attitude of everyone here from the doctors and the nurses to the different services is absolutely flawless,” said Dr. Donald Trunkey, the ACS lead reviewer. 

During its two-day inspection in May, the ACS Verification Review Committee found zero deficiencies and cited more than 25 accolades. LRMC is now among only 142 U.S. hospitals with Level 1 Trauma Center designation, and holds the distinction of being the only one outside of the United States.  
Initially verified as an ACS Level II Trauma Center in 2007 and re-verified in 2010, LRMC is both a founding and a cornerstone member of the DoD Joint Theater Trauma System (JTTS). The JTTS was created to optimize treatment and functional recovery for every injured Soldier, Sailor, Airman and Marine. LRMC remains the only JTTS site that renders direct care to every casualty strategically evacuated from the combat zones by the U.S. Air Force aeromedical evacuation system. 
Colonel (Dr.) Jeff Clark, hospital commander, said the aeromedical evacuation system and its role in the entire continuum of care, from downrange medics and surgeons to stateside doctors and nurses, all deserve credit in helping LRMC achieve its Level I verification. 
“I am incredibly proud of receiving this classification. It is an objective validation of the hard work, dedication and commitment of our staff to the patients we serve,” said Clark. “As the prism for the global continuum of care for Wounded Warriors, LRMC has treated more than 64,000 patients from Afghanistan and Iraq, to include patients from 48 coalition countries. Being verified as a Level I facility further validates our commitment to those we are privileged to serve.”

The strict standards of compliance for ACS Level II verification consisted of more than 230 criteria focused on immediate and comprehensive trauma. For Level I status, trauma centers must also serve as a teaching facility and conduct trauma research and injury prevention. 
ACS is a scientific and educational association of surgeons that began in 1913. ACS works to improve the quality of care for the surgical patient by setting high standards for surgical education and practice. ACS does not designate trauma centers; instead, it verifies that hospitals meet the strict criteria defined by its manual, “Resources for Optimal Care of the Injured Patient.”
LRMC, with a staff of over 3,000 Sailors, Airmen, Marines, Soldiers, Local Nationals and Civilians, provides medical care for more than 245,000 U.S. military personnel and their families within U.S. European Command.  LRMC, which falls under Europe Regional Medical Command, is the largest American hospital outside of the United States and serves as the strategic evacuation medical center for CENTCOM, AFRICOM and EUCOM. The LRMC footprint also includes the Vincenza Health Center and a total of six U.S. Army Health Clinics in Italy, Belgium and Germany. 






1

