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Baumholder Nurse Named Nation’s Best Community Health Care Employee of Year
LANDSTUHL REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER, Germany – For her efforts in providing healthcare to the Baumholder Military Community, Germany, Capt. Detra T. Jackson has been named the nation’s Outstanding Community Health Care Employee of the Year.

The 37-year-old native of Long Beach, Calif., is one of three people selected by the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. in its National Health Care Award winners.  The annual awards program recognizes individuals for their outstanding service to military personnel and veterans at national, state and local healthcare or nursing facilities.
Jackson, who is Chief of Preventive Medicine and Army Public Health Nursing at the U.S. Army Health Clinic Baumholder, said it’s an honor to receive an award recognizing the selfless work of fellow healthcare professionals.
"I really felt completely honored that I was even nominated, and when I found out that I actually won this award I was speechless! -- which doesn’t happen to often as people who know me would tell you,” said Jackson. “People never know how hard we work as Army Public Health Nurses, so this award is satisfying to me in that with my selection for this award, it pays tribute to all Army Public Health Nurses in the Army Nurse Corps.”
Jackson’s primary duties include disease awareness, health promotion, consulting and protection.  A graduate of Thomas Jefferson University in Philadelphia, she is highly involved with military families, youth and special needs children.  She is also the Public Health Emergency Officer, and provides predeployment medical briefings to deploying troops.  She was nominated by the VFW Department of Europe.

The VFW’s National Veterans Care Committee selected three award winners after screening nomination packages submitted by VFW Posts and Departments from across the country and overseas.  The other two categories were Outstanding VA Health Care Employee of the Year and Outstanding Volunteer of the Year. 

Eligibility is for those health care professionals and volunteers who work for government or private hospitals, clinics and nursing home facilities, and selection is based on job performance and the care given to military personnel, veterans and/or their families.  

"I am extremely proud of this year's selections," said VFW National Commander George Lisicki, a Vietnam veteran from Carteret, N.J., "because they are representative of a health care team that is vital to the well-being of our military, veterans and their families.  I congratulate them all for their outstanding service to others."

The 2.3 million-member Veterans of Foreign Wars of the U.S. and its Auxiliaries is a nonprofit veterans' service organization founded in 1899 and chartered by Congress in 1936.  The VFW is the nation's oldest major veterans' organization, and the largest organization of combat veterans in the country.  The VFW is dedicated to "Honoring the dead by helping the living."  For more information, visit the organization's Web site at www.vfw.org 
