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Smiles drawn from Wounded Warriors

LANDSTUHL REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER, Germany – Patients and staff at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center enjoyed a big laugh with the help of eight members of the prestigious National Cartoonists Society.  The group, which included internationally syndicated cartoonist, military cartoonists, editorial cartoonists and award winning caricaturists from all over the United States, spent the afternoon Oct. 1 sketching for patients and visiting various areas of LRMC. 
The National Cartoonists Society is the world's largest organization of professional cartoonists with over 500 members that run the spectrum of the profession. Jeff Keane, president of The National Cartoonist Society and son of Bil Keane, creator of The Family Circus comic strip, was one of the eight cartoonists visiting LRMC. 
Keane was joined by fellow cartoonist Rick Kirkman, creator of Baby Blues; Mike Peters, creator of Mother Goose and Grimm; Stephan Pastis, creator of Pearls before Swine; Army cartoonist Bruce Higdon, creator of Punderstatements; Navy/Marine Corps cartoonist Jeff Bacon, creator of Broadside and Greenside; Chip Bok, cartoonist for the Akron Journal Beacon; and  Tom Richmond of MAD Magazine.
For Keane, the visit was memorable, in addition to spending time with Wounded Warriors from Afghanistan and Iraq, he also visited with new parents at the mother baby unit. Keane not only carries on the family tradition with his love of drawing, but also with visiting the troops like his father did many years ago.
“The National Cartoonist Society has been touring with the USO for a long time,” said Keane. “I remember as a kid my dad went to Vietnam to visit the troops, and there was such an excitement around the house about him going, so when the opportunity arose, I quickly volunteered.” 
Keane draws and helps publish the syndicated strip that began running in newspapers in 1960. The comic is based on the Keane family. According to the comic strips official homepage, Family Circus is the most widely syndicated cartoon panel in the world, appearing in 1,500 newspapers. 
The visit was a big hit with patients and staff on the wards. “I’m just so happy to see all of your faces,” said Spec. Brodick Richmond, who thanked the group for taking time to visit with troops. Richmond is recovering at LRMC from an injury he received while serving downrange. 
During their stay, the cartoonists sketched a drawing for each patient they visited as they talked with them about their experiences. 
“I think we bring a little bit of home to the troops,” said Mother Goose and Grim creator Mike Peters. “We don’t get to see people very much because we work alone, so to be able to hear about all these experiences is inspiration for us. I feel like I’m doing something, making a soldier smile. We feel absolutely honored to be here,” added the Pulitzer Prize winner.
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Mike Peters, Pulitzer Prize winner and creator of Mother Goose and Grim, draws a caricature for Spec. Jesse Stephenson Oct. 1. Stephenson is recovering at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center from an injury he sustained while serving in Iraq. (U.S. Army Photo/Michelle Barrera)
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Spec. Joseph Hart receives a visit on Oct. 1 from Navy/Marine Corps cartoonist, Jeff Bacon. The group of eight cartoonists visited troops recovering at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center. (U.S. Army Photo/Michelle Barrera)
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