New Health Center Opens in the fall
By
 Mark Rice
If you are walking around anywhere near the Vicenza Health Clinic, the Arena, or the track, chances are that you can’t help but notice the beautiful, white building being built right outside the fence across from the present Health Center.  This is the new Vicenza Health Center, which is slated to open in the fall of 2010, just a few short months down the road.  The new Health Center will provide the same excellent service the Vicenza community has come to expect, in a larger, modern space, taking advantage of the newest outpatient health care technologies.   The Health Center will  include an expanded primary care capability (twenty exam rooms, and three treatment rooms), expanded dental (37 chairs, plus an expanded oral surgery capability), pediatrics, radiology, pharmacy, physical therapy, plus a same-day surgery suite.  
The new building is a $52 million project and will replace the present Vicenza Health Center, which was built in the mid 1950s.  The present health center  began service as a hospital, and as the Army's health care needs and methods of provisioning care have changed, the clinic has also changed-- this new building reflects the Army's need to ensure that Vicenza's soldiers and family members are provided the best possible care.  
Col. Kimberly Armstrong, the present Vicenza Health Center Commander, is excited about her pending duties as the medical commander of the new Vicenza Health Center.  
"Every time I go over to the building, I'm amazed at the changes and the pace of construction taking place."  While Armstrong eagerly awaits the completion of construction, she does wish to allay any misconceptions about the size and scope of the building:  "One thing for everyone to keep in mind—the new Vicenza Health Center is NOT a hospital.  Although the birthing pavilion will still provide inpatient services to  moms and newborns in the birthing suites, any issues requiring stays of longer than twenty four hours will still be routed to San Bortolo, Landstuhl, or stateside. "  
Armstrong and her health care team want the Vicenza military community to be as excited about the new Health Center as they are, and is keenly interested in providing as much information as possible to the entire community.  While the Vicenza Health Clinic site is an active construction site, the commander welcomes tour inquiries.  If you or your group  are interested in seeing the new health center, call tours coordinator Mark Rice, DSN 634-7506, or civilian 0444239553.
